
Transfer of Title For An Abandoned Motor Vehicle 

This information, which is based on Alabama Legislative Act 2006-414, is only to inform and not to advise. The 
effective date of the legislation is July 1, 2006. 

1. The vehicle should meet the definition as an abandoned motor vehicle as described in 
Alabama law (Section 32-13-1). 

2. The potential seller of the abandoned motor vehicle should file with the Alabama 
Department of Revenue an Abandoned Motor Vehicle Record Request Form 32-13 with 
the appropriate certified funds. 

3. The Alabama Department of Revenue will return a certified Abandoned Motor Vehicle 
Request Response statement that will either,  
a. Identify the name and address of the current owners, secured parties, or lienholders of 

record, or 
b. Report that the department has no record of the vehicle. 

4. The potential seller shall give written notice by certified mail to all owners, registrants, 
secured parties and lienholders of record, if any, for the motor vehicle at least thirty (30) 
days prior to the date of sale. The notice shall contain the following information: 
a. The complete vehicle description including year, make, model and vehicle 

identification number, and the date and location vehicle was taken into possession, 
b. The approximate amount owed for towing and storage of vehicle, 
c. The storage location of the vehicle, 
d. The date, time and place of the sale of the vehicle, 
e. The right of registered owners and secured parties, if any, to contest the right of 

vehicle sale within ten (10) days of the scheduled date of sale by application for a 
hearing before the circuit court of the county of the sale location.    

5. The potential seller shall give public notice in a newspaper of general circulation within 
the county of the sale location once a week for two consecutive weeks. The public notice 
should begin at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of sale and include the following: 
a. The complete vehicle description, including year, make, model and vehicle 

identification number, 
b. The date, time and place of the sale of the vehicle. 

6. If the sale is not contested, then the seller should provide to the buyer the following items 
for title application and/or registration: 
a. Outstanding certificate of title (if available), 
b. Notarized bill of sale for an abandoned motor vehicle (Form MVT 32-13B), 
c. Original certified Abandoned Motor Vehicle Record Request Response (Form MVT 

32-13R) provided to the seller by the Alabama Department of Revenue in response to 
the filing of an Abandoned Motor Vehicle Record Request (Form MVT 32-13), 

d. Original certified mail return receipt forms or returned documentation evidencing that 
all parties with ownership or with secured interest were notified or notification was 
attempted, 

e. If no record of owners or secured parties is provided by the Alabama Department of 
Revenue, then a notarized affidavit is provided to the purchaser from the seller 
attesting that notice was given or attempted to be given as required by Title 32, 
Chapter 13-4(b), Code of Alabama, 1975. 

7. Every purchaser of an abandoned motor vehicle shall title the vehicle in their name, 
including a licensed motor vehicle dealer. A physical inspection of the vehicle 
identification number is required by the title agent at the time of title application. 

8. If the potential seller failed to provide notice, or did not attempt to provide notice to the 
owners or secured parties, then the Alabama Department of Revenue will not process the 
title application. 




